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12 17 28, 01 , 62, 60. 70, 72-76 and 87 are currently pending- I" 

anticpated by U.S. Patent No ° ' fi|ed on ^ 3 , 190 9. 

date of March 31 . 2000, and claims pnonty to DE 199 15 178 mo 

The '343 catenf is ctted as teaching a por/nucleotide compnsmg a non-naturally 

that confers improved cell culture characteristics... • 

t fJLft, C O,. Ken, W 37 CP* •«« 
herewith establishes M «• .a**-* of the claimed invent** described . the 

™cdon te6 w B ^nned. a ndmesp™^n™^ns^^^ 

rt 1. instant application •» «—■■ "•*•• stated at pawaphj. It was 

MM that * — » ™-« MS lde '" ifB<1 """^ ""^^ 
characterista to the polymidaotkte uprising » non-naturaiiy occurring HCV 
^.AM Baaedonth^expenmemalraaxlls.a^dar.sanwo.ld 

reasonably have expected the other Identified mutations to center the same improved 

cell culture charflctcristlcs. 

Sine* the inventions of the instant Claims were reduced to practice before 
the effecting date of the cited referee (March 31. 2000), as established by the 
attached Declaration of Dr. Keril J. Blight, Applicant respectively requests 
reconsideration and withdiawa! of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §102(e). 

Claims 3-6. 12-17 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) as 
anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. {103(a) as obvious over U.S. 
Patent No. 6.630.343 to Bartenschlager, As discussed above, the inventions of the 
instant claims were reduced to practice before the effective filing date of the cited 
reference. Therefore, applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and withdrawal of 
the rejection. 
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Conclusion: , 
All of the stated awnds of rejector, have been pope* traveled 
„.w. »r rendered moot AppllcarttherefMO reBpectfully requeste that the 

of ■» epp.0^, ^ ie Md * trfep^und.^ned at*. 

^^^-»**»— -^"^ 

Respectfully submitted, 

:-i o i/ Q «tart Ran iiM.fi 



Daniel S. Kasten, Reg. #45363 
Thompson Cobum LLP 
One US Bank Plaza 
St Louia, Missouri 63101 
Telephone: 314-552-6305 
Fax: 314-552-7305 
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